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Synopsis

Robert Wyatt started out as the drummer and singer for Soft Machine, who shared a residency at
Middle Earth with Pink Floyd and toured America with the Jimi Hendrix Experience. He brought a
jazz mindset to the 1960A¢a -4,¢s rock scene, having honed his drumming skills in a shed at the
end of Robert GravesA¢a -4,¢ garden in Mallorica, Spain.Wyatt’s life took an abrupt turn in 1973,
when he fell from a fourth-floor window at a party and was paralyzed from the waist down. He
reinvented himself as a singer and composer with the extraordinary album Rock Bottom, which he
followed with an idiosyncratic string of records that uniquely combine the personal and
political.Along the way, Robert has worked with the likes of Brian Eno, Bjork, Jerry Dammers,
Charlie Haden, David Gilmour, Paul Weller and Hot Chip. Marcus OA¢4 -4,¢Dair has talked to all
of themA¢a -4 «indeed anyone who has shaped, or been shaped by Wyatt over five decades.
Different Every Time is the first biography of Robert Wyatt, and it was written with his full
participation. It includes illustrations by Alfreda Benge and photographs from RobertA¢a -4,¢s

personal archive.
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Customer Reviews

IAfA¢A a -A a,¢ve been listening to Robert WyattAfA¢A & -A &,¢s work for several years now,
and have become a big fan, so the release of his authorized biography is very timely for me. After
just having finished it, | can strongly recommend it to anyone with an appreciation for this truly
unique artist. For anyone interested in learning more about his work, this book also includes a highly
comprehensive listing of all the recordings, videos, and print releases in his 50 plus year
career.From a biographical standpoint, he certainly has not had a boring life, from his bohemian
upbringing, to pioneering work in psychedelic & progressive rock, touring the US with Hendrix, to the
various collaborations, and of course his life-changing fall in 1973 that left him paraplegic and the
challenges he overcame as a result, turning difficulties into opportunities.The book does a good job
in illuminating Wyatt as a highly complex, and often troubled, but ultimately highly likeable
personality. Repeatedly he comes across as an extremely intelligent, socially conscious, empathetic
and generous spirit. The book does a very good job at detailing how this empathy and generosity
influenced his work. ItAfA¢A & -A a,¢s a clichAfA®, but in his case it is really true that he beats
his own path forward. The book does not shy away from dealing with some of his darker moments
of depression and abusive drinking, and how it affected his wife Alfie. Key to his story is the equally
strong and creative character of Alfreda AfA¢A a -A A“AlfieAfA¢A a -A AsBenge, his wife,
supporter and collaborator for over 40 years.Last year, at age 70, Robert Wyatt announced his
retirement from music. Fans like me hope of course that he changes his mind, but in any event he
has left an amazing body of work. There is an accompanying double CD compilation of the same
name. The first CD is a compilation of his releases with Soft Machine, Matching Mole, and his solo
albums. The second CD is a collection of collaborative efforts, some quite rare. This collection
would seem like a good place to jump into his work. | donAfA¢A a -A &,¢t have the CD, but it

looks great. Two thumbs up for the book, however!

Most excellent book on a truly British treasure.
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As a lifetime fan and listener, this biography has cleared a lot of rumors and old tales. | feel like a

not so distant cousin now.
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